THE MODERN CHALLENGE	199
but only in the C.G.T. plan—survived in France, far into the
Vichy regime.
What were these reforms? First, in time and even in import-
ance, was the Matignon Agreement between the C.G.T. and
the employers' federation, the Confederation generate de la Pro-
duction Frangaise. Blum himself presided over their joint con-
ference at the Hotel Matignon on 6 June, to settle the stay-in
strikes which had broken out that month 'to push the Govern-
ment5. The main points of the Agreement were recognition of
collective bargaining contracts, an all-round wage-increase
ranging from 7 per cent to 15 per cent, and the setting up of
workers' delegations to deal direct with factory managers.
Leon Jouhaux, General Secretary of the C.G.T., hailed it as
;the greatest victory which the working class has won in its
whole history5. The Agreement was confirmed by the Collec-
tive Contracts Act of June 1936. Secondly, labour conditions
were improved by legislation: the forty-hour week and com-
pulsory holidays with pay.1 There was much substance in the
criticisms of these measures, that they further aggravated
France's industrial weakness and shortage of man-power
vis-a-vis Germany, at a time when the relative strength of the
two countries was becoming of urgent relevance in foreign
affairs. Thirdly, the Office du Ble was set up, to eliminate specu-
lation and achieve stability of prices in wheat, by acting as a
kind of marketing-board administered by representatives of
all the main interests concerned, including consumers. Finally,
the Bank of France was brought more direcdy under Govern-
ment control, as already described: and so too were the arma-
ments works. The attempts to dissolve the Fascist leagues and
purify the Press were only partly successful: the leagues tended
to form again under new names, and the Press laws did not
eliminate corruption and violent scurrility from the Press. But
both attempts showed a concentration on the right problems
which was something new and refreshing in French politics
between the wars.
The Popular Front experiment neither failed nor was it oyer-
1 On the  C.G.T.  attitude to Matignon and its 'Plan* for the
'Renovation of French economy', see Leon Jouhaux: La C.G. T. (1937).

